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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (Including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only.; The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with s tfi Ke t hr ough , The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). | 

Please CANCEL claims 2, 10, 11, 16, 23, 24, 28, 29, 33, 35 and|38, and AMEND claims 

1, 3, 4, 16, 17, 16, 26, 30, 31, 34 and 36 in accordance with the following: 

i 

i 
i 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of setting an environment for a portable data 
storage device that has an interface for interfacing with a host computer thereby enabling a 
mutual data transmission with the host computer, the method comprising: 

assigning one or more environment setting command code in a reserve code area that is 
not in use, the mutual data transmission between the portable data storage device and the 
computer being performed by exchange of a command frame via the interface, the command 
frame having an operation code area and an operand area; j 

determining whether a code contained in the operation code area of the command frame 
received from the computer Is one of the one or more environment setting command code: and 

if the code contained in the operation code area of the command frame is one of the one 

or more environment setting command code, updating environment setting data stored in the 

portable data storage device with the environment setting data contained in the operand area of 

the command frame,. I 

i 

wherein the environment setting command code comprises a time setting command 
code, and the environment setting data comprises time data representing a current time . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21, wherein the time data is standard 
time data downloaded to the computer from a time server 



i 

Serial No. 10/061,347 

I 

f t » 

j 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21., wherein said portable data 
storage device comprises a digital video camcorder, said method further comprising: 

recording the time data in a time recording sector of a magnetic>tape during operation of 
the digital video camcorder. ; 

5. (Original) A method of recording time on a digital video camcorder that interfaces 
with a computer to enable mutual data transmission with the computer, jthe method comprising: 

assigning a time setting command code to at least one code in a reserve area of a 

! 

communication protocol; < 

receiving an operation code area arid an operand area in a comjnand frame of the 

communication protocol from the computer , the operation code area containing the time setting 

command code, and the operand area containing time data corresponding to the time setting 

command code; j 

counting current time In the digital video camcorder based on the time data contained in 

the operand area; and 

recording the current time on a predetermined part of a magnetic tape during a recording 

operation of the digital video camcorder. ; 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the time data is standard time data 
downloaded via the Internet to Ihe computer from a time server that provides the standard time. 

7. (Original) A digital video camcorder, comprising; | 
an interface for communicating with an external host computer; j 

a microcomputer configured to count a current time based on time data transmitted from 
the external host computer; and \ 

a head for recording audio/video data on a magnetic tape, said head recording the 
current time on a predetermined part of the magnetic tape. ] 

8. (Original). The digital video camcorder of claim 7, further comprising: 
a storage portion for storing the time data. j 
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9. (Original) The digital video camcorder of claim 7, wherein the time data is standard 
time data downloaded via the Internet to the computer from a time server that provides the 
standard time. 

10-11 (Cancelled) ■ 

12. (Original) A method of providing a time reference for a digital video camcorder, 
comprising: 

providing an interface which exchanges data between the digital video camcorder and a 
computer using a predetermined communications protocol; i 

transmitting an updated time and a time set command from thejcomputer to the digital 
video camcorder in a command frame of the communications protocol;] 

storing the updated time In the digital video camcorder in response to the time set 

command; and j 

counting time within the digital video camcorder beginning with the stored updated time. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 f wherein the data protocol is an IEEE-1394 
protocol. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the method further comprises: 
providing an internet connection between the computer and a time server; and 
securing the updated time from the time server. ; 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A digital video camcorder, comprising: 

a camera which senses audio and visual information and converts the audio and visual 
information to first digital data; 

a microcomputer which .controls the digital video camera; 

an interface which communicates second digital data from an eternal computer to the 
microcomputer, the second digital data comprising at least one command for setting an 
environment parameter of the digital video camcorder and an associated value for the at least 

one environment parameter; and [ 
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a non-volatile memory which stores the communicated associated value, wherein the 
microcomputer controls the digital camera based on the communicated associated value, 
wherein: 

the microcomputer generates third digital data based onlhe communicated 

associated value: and 

the digital video camcorder further comprises a head which re cords the first digital 
data and the third digital data on respectiv e predetermined areas of a recording radium. 

i " 

! 

16. (Cancelled) - 

j 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A digital video camcorder comprising; 

a camerawhich senses audio and visual information and converts the audio and visual 
Information to first digital data; 

a microcomputer which controls the digital video camera; 

an interface which communicates second digital data fr om an external computer to the 
microcomputer, the second digital data comprising at least o ne command for setting an 
environment parameter of the digital video camcorde r and an associated value for the at least 
one environment parameter and . 

a nonvolatile memory which store s the communicated associated value, wherein the 
microcomputer controls the digital camera based on the communi cated associated valueThe 
digital vidoo oamcord e rof claim 1 5, 

wherein: i 
the communicated associated value is time data; 
the microcomputer counts a current time based on the ti.me data; and 
the digital camcorder further comprises a head which records the first digital data 
and the time data on respective predetermined areas of a recording medium. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The digital video camcorder of claim 4S15, wherein the at 
least one command for setting an environment parameter of the digltaljvideo camcorder and the 
associated value for the at least one environment parameter are communicated in a reserved 
area of a command frame of a predetermined communications protocol. 
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19. (Original) The digital video camcorder of claim 18, whereinjthe predetermined 
communications protocol is an IEEE-1394 protocol. 

20. (Original) The digital video camcorder of claim 18, wherein the predetermined 
communications protocol is an RS-232 protocol. 

21. (Original) The digital video camcorder of claim 18. wherein the predetermined 
communications protocol is an USB protocol. 

22. (Original) The digital video camcorder of claim 18. wherein the predetermined 
communications protocol is a wireless communications protocol. 

23:24. (Cancelled) I 

25. (Original) A method of communicating instructions for setting an environment value 
of a digital camcorder using a computer, the method comprising: ] 

assigning a first command code which identifies the digital video camcorder; 

assigning a second command code to at least one reserve code area of a 
communication protocol, the second command code identifying the environment value to be set; 

assigning the environment value relating to the second command code; 

transmitting a command frame from the computer to the digital video camcorder. sa,d 
command frame comprising at least the first command code, the second command code and 

the environment value; and 

setting the environment value based on the second command code and the environment 

value. 

26. (Currentiy Amended) A method of updating an operajional configuration setting 
of a portable data storage device from a host computer, the method pomprising: 

detecting a connection between said portable data storage device and sa,d host 

computer; . 

transmitting from said host computer a command to update sa.d operational 
configuration setting together with a update value of said operational configuration setting; 

6 
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receiving by said portable data storage device said command and said update value; and 
storing within said portable data storage device said update value as a new value for said 
operational configuration setting,, 

wherein m < * *~"»™ Hl "° sai ° c " mm » nd and said upflatft yalue com P rise8: 
agSiflOlng a comm*^ code represen tin g said command, said command code , 

bejn g seteeted fiMLfimgng normallv """"^ ones of a n " iralitY ° f ava " ab ' e 8 
apaa .nation Dj&ocoj ^ P" employed ^ ^mmunicatlons between said portable device and 

said host computer: 

assgmbjng a gomm a pj «»™ compri s i ng a comman d code field and an operand 
field, said comman d rnde Qgjd contain ggjd command cgdj and said operand filed 

containing saiH update value: and 

ending said command frame from sajd host computer to said portable data 

stora ge device using said communication protocol. 

27. (Original) The method in accordance with claim 26, further comprising: 

upon detection of said connection, transmitting a request from'said portable data storage 

device to said host computer for said update value of said operationa^ configuration setting; and 
upon receipt of said update value, transmitting from said portable data storage device to 

said host computer an acknowledgement message indicating safe receipt of said command and 

said update value. 



28-29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Currently Amended) A method of upda ting an operational configuration setting 
o f a portable data storage devi c e from a host computer, the method comprising: 

detecting a connection between sai d pnrtahte data storage device and said host 

computer : 

transmittino from said host corne r a command to update said operational 

op pfinnration setti ng t ether with a . ipdajg, value of said oneratlonaKconfiguratlon setting; 

reEgjyjg g hy said portable data storage devic e sa i d comman d and said update value; and 
storin g within said nortable dat » storage device said update value as a new value for said 

operational c onfiguration setting. 
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wherein . . 

oojH n ational co pfifly BtigD cnmprlses a current time setting, sa.d 

ot fl nH»,ri time va »ue.T ^o tH uJ i» u ubur J a n on with r lnim 20, whcro.n 

said step of transmitting said command and said update value comprises, 
upon detection of said connection, automatically transmitting said command and said update 
value from said host computer to said portable data storage device without an intervention by a 
user of said portable data storage device. ; 

31 (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium having stored 
thereon a set of instructions for implementing a method of updating an operational configuration 
setting of a portable data storage device from a host computer, said set of instructions 
comprising one or more instructions for: 

detecting a connection between said portable data storage device and said host 

computer, 

upon detection of said connection, transmitting from said host computer a command to 
update said operational configuration setting together with a update value of said operat.onal 

configuration setting; 

receiving from said portable data storage device by said host computer an 
acknowledgement message indicating safe receipt of said commanded said update value. 

wherein: 

coin aBsratfanji sQBfjfl! uatjgD getting commas a current time setting of said 

pn fohle data ytoraoe device. 

c ^ih nn e or more instructions for transmitting said command and said update 

value CJMS one r iDStQSte M detection of said connection , automatically 

^njmjffiog said command »nd said uje d atejoluj from said ho*t computer to said portable data 
c t™ a q« d e vlce wj j bfiuj SB i^ntion hv a user of said pprtahle data storage device . 

32 (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to claim 31, wherein 
said one or more instructions for transmitting said command and said update value comprises 

one or more instructions for: ' 

assigning a command code representing said command, said command code being 
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selected from among nc<ma,ly unused one. of a f**a% of codes available In e —cation 
protocol being employed to, communications between said portable device end sa.d host 

computer; _ « - , . 

assembling a command frame comprising a command code f.eld and an operand field, 
said command code fieid containing said command code, and said operand filed containing sa.d 
update value; and 

sending said command frame from said host computer to said portable data storage 
device using said communication protocol. 

33. (Cancelled) ; 

34. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium according to claim 
3331 wherein said set of instructions further comprises one or more instructions for: 

' downloading by said host computer from a remote time server a standard time value. 

35. (Cancelled) 

36 (Currently Amended) A portable data storage device, comprising: 

a memory for storing operational configuration setting of said portable data storage 

device; 

an Interface for connecting to and communicating with a host computer using a 
predetermined communications protocol, and for receiving from said host computer a command 
to update said operational configuration setting together with a update value of said operational 

configuration setting; and # 

a microcomputer configured to control said memory and said interface to, upon rece.pt of 

said command and saW update value, cause said received update value to be stored in said 

memory as a new value for said operational configuration setting, 

^j^ereiD said mwonnmnuter la fujffigT. anrtfciuwd ""poode said received command and 

.. M reived ygdgiavalug say figm minsi ™ 6ived » nom ^ and frame ' said oommand 

* composing a co m mand code field and an nnnmnd field , said command code field 

Senfelning a comm and code reBBsepflng said command, and said operand filed contains said 
, jfisigte yalujt ™« SSdj being sorted from among normally unused ones of a 
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Blurjlibt of codes aailabte in a-eom m .Miiratinn protocol being employed for communications 
between said portable devir -fl and said host computer. 

37. (Original) The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 

said microcomputer is further configured, upon detection of said connection to said host 
computer, to transmit to said host computer a request for said updatevalue of said operational 
configuration setting, and, upon receipt of said update value, to transmit to said host computer 
an acknowledgement message indicating safe receipt of said command and said update value. 

38. (Cancelled) 

i 

39. (Original) The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 
said operational configuration setting comprises a current timeisetting. 

40. (Original) The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 
said portable data storage device comprises a digital video camcorder. 

41 . (Original) The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 
said portable data storage device comprises a personal digitalassistant. 

42. (Original) The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 
said portable data storage device comprises a portable music player. 

43. (Original) The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 
said predetermined communications protocol is an IEEE-1 394 protocol. 

44. (Original) The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 
said predetermined communications protocol is an RS-232 protocol. 

45. (Original) The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 
said predetermined communications protocol is a USB protocol. 
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46. (OrlglnaO The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 
said predetermined communications protocol is a wireless communications protocol. 

47. (Original) The portable data storage device according to claim 36, wherein: 
said memory is a non-volatile memory. 
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